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Property Location:   
Citywide. 
 
 
 
Summary of the Request:  
Amendment to Chapter 58, Parts 4C and 4D 
of the Land Development code, regarding 
mobile vending and services, Chapter 62, 
Part 4, N International Drive SP, and Chap-
ter 66, Part 2, Definitions. 
 
 

Applicant 

City of Orlando 

Project Planner 

Manuel Ospina, Planner II 

Updated: March 13, 2024 

Staff’s Recommendation: 
Approval of the request. 
 
 
Public Comment:   
Staff posted this item on the City’s website, 
shared with Main Street Directors, and 
placed a classified ad in the Orlando Senti-
nel. No public comments have been re-
ceived as of the date of the Staff Report. 
However, staff received feedback from Main 
Street directors related to parking.  

This proposed Land Development Code amendment seeks to codify Mobile Vending and Services regulations that have 
been in place as part of a Pilot Program. City Council authorized a Mobile Food Vending program in May 2013 that spec-
ified the criteria for locating food trucks, food carts and lunch trucks via a citywide Temporary Use Permit. The rules al-
lowed staff to experiment with different options for locating these uses within certain areas of the city while reinforcing 
existing zoning laws where vending was prohibited.  
 

City Council authorized a Mobile Food Vending program in May 2013 that specified the criteria for locating food trucks, 
food carts and lunch trucks via a citywide Temporary Use Permit. The rules allowed staff to experiment with different 
options for locating these uses within certain areas of the city while reinforcing existing zoning laws where vending was 
prohibited.  Few sections of the code places restrictions from certain areas within the City, but there are no regulations 
on City Code for these type of services. 
 
Since the program was initiated in 2013, City Planning has tested numerous regulations and approval processes and 
had determined that mobile food vending should be allowed where Intensive Retailing uses are permitted. At this stage 
the program was rather new and there were no distinctions between temporary and permanent food truck locations. A 
review of a nationwide analysis of mobile food vending regulations by the United States Chamber of Commerce Founda-
tion (foodtrucknation.us) ranked the City of Orlando as the third friendliest city for food trucks in the United States. The 
report cited key factors, such as: an actual written policy, a frequently asked question (FAQ) resources page on our web-
site, low barriers to operating a food truck within the city and a low permit fee as factors. The report also emphasized the 
openness of a city toward food trucks being reflective of a city’s support toward local entrepreneurship, acceptance of 
innovation, and appeal towards younger demographics.  
 
Recommendations from ProjectDTO suggested the city seek new ways to bolster the food and restaurant offerings in 
downtown while also supporting “foodpreneurs” to elevate the street food experience in downtown to attract a wider de-
mographic. In addition, the Hospitality Zone Assessment from 2016 suggested the city continue to seek ways to diversify 
our food offerings and businesses that support our nighttime economy. Trends for permanent food truck installations 
have also emerged since the establishment of the Mobile Food Vending program, which are addressed in the proposed 
code amendment.  
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Through the Temporary Use Permit, temporary trucks (twice per week) were allowed in a Main Street or designated 
regional shopping center, Downtown (except the core), or in a zoning district that allows eating and drinking. (MU-1, 
MU-2, AC-N, AC-1, AC-2, AC-3, AC-3A, I-C, I-G (with CUP). In Downtown trucks were prohibited except food carts in 
certain circumstances and for special events. Permanent trucks were allowed in zoning districts that allow intensive 
retail (MU-1, MU-2, AC-1, AC-2, AC-3, AC-3A, I-C, I-G).  For Public Benefit Uses, it is allowed in  non-residential zon-
ing districts, allowed up to two times per week. In residential zoning districts, allowed up to two times per year. Eight 
sites have been approved since 2013 including: Valencia, UCF (multiple), St James school, Agape Church, St Luke’s 
Episcopal Church and First Baptist. A Planning Official Determination is required. 
 
The pilot program was renewed and extended in 2019 which allowed vending from a truck from certain Right-of-Way 
locations within the Downtown Entertainment Area, streamlined and clarified the process for allowing permanent, sev-
en day a week operations of food truck pods, and established regulations for all mobile vendors. Staff received com-
plaints for the duration of the downtown program related to noise and parking violations, to the point where the pro-
gram became unsupportable and was terminated in Fall 2021. 
 
The process for allowing permanent, seven day a week operations of food truck pods was streamlined requiring a 
Master Plan review process. As part of the review the provision of permanent buildings with restroom facilities and 
utility hook-ups is required. Permanent Food Truck Pods were classified as Intensive Retailing uses. The development 
of a permanent food truck pod results in the payment of impact fees and improvements similar to a typical restaurant, 
whereas approved food truck events do not. To date, staff has permitted two permanent food truck pods, A La Carte in 
the Milk District and Boxi Park in Lake Nona which have opened with excitement and positive reviews from residents.  
 
This Code Amendment seeks to codify regulations for all Mobile Vending and services, as well as create a new zoning 
classification for these type uses. All mobile vending and services such as food trucks, trailers, retailing, and mobile 
personal services will reside on Chapter 58, Part 1, under a new “Mobile Vending and Services” zoning classification. 
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Type of Mobile 
Vendor/Service 

Accessory 
Use 

# of Vendors 
Allowed per Site 

# of Days Allowed 
per Site 

Allowable 
Districts 

Approval 
Process 

Temporary Mobile 
Vendor or Services YES 1 2 or less 

MU-1 (C) 
MU-2 
AC-N (C) 
AC-1 
AC-2 
AC-3 
AC-3A (C) 
IC 
PBU (All) 

BTR only 
Or CUP (where 

required) 

Stationary Mobile 
Vendor or Services 

YES 
 2 or less 3 or more days 

MU-1 (C) 
MU-2 
AC-N (C) 
AC-1 
AC-2 
AC-3 
AC-3A (C) 
IC 
PBU (All) 

Final Site Plan 
Or CUP (where 

required) 

Stationary Mobile 
Vendor NO 3 or more Any number of days 

MU-1 (C) 
MU-2 
AC-N (C) 
AC-1 
AC-2 
AC-3 
AC-3A (C) 
IC 
PBU (All) 

Master Plan 
Or CUP (where 

required) 

Mobile Vending 
Event NO “multiple vendors” 

3 consecutive days, 
twice per calendar 

year (Max 6 days per 
calendar year) 

FOOTNOTE 37 
18A or Final 

Site Plan 
(foot note 42) 

Mobile Vending 
Event 

(Recurring) 
YES “Multiple Vendors” Once per week 

MU-1 (C) 
MU-2 
AC-N (C) 
AC-1 
AC-2 
AC-3 
AC-3A (C) 
IC 
PBU (All) 

Master Plan 
Or CUP (where 

required)  
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New mobile businesses such as retail trucks and mobile services have become more popular alternatives to brick-and
-mortar businesses as a means of business incubation. The proposed code amendment will address a wide-ranging 
assortment of mobile businesses. 
 
Approval Process:  
A. For types that require only a Business Tax Receipt (temporary vendors), only a BTR with the City’s Permitting Of-

fice is required.  
B. Types that require a Final Site Plan Determination, a meeting with the Planning Division is required to go over pro-

posed site, improvements, and hours of operations.  
C. Types that require Planning Board approval such as a Master Plan or a Conditional Use Permit, a meeting with 

the Planning Division is required. 
D. Types that require an 18A Permit, will go through the Orlando Police Department process for these type events.  
 
 
Conclusion: 
After extensive observation of the Pilot Program, and the many challenges that come from these type of services, it 
was determined that it is necessary to implement regulations for Mobile Vending and Services to City Code. The goal 
of this code amendment is to codify the regulations set forth in the Mobile Food Vending Pilot and the Zoning Official 
Interpretation of Mobile Business to house all regulations for Mobile Vending and Services in Chapter 58 of the Land 
Development Code, and to provide definitions for various aspects of Mobile Businesses. 
 
 
 
*The ordinance also addresses changes to Chapter 5 (Code Enforcement), Article II (Code Enforcement Citations), 
which is outside of Land Development Code. 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Code Language: 
The draft code changes are as follows and are subject to final review and approval by the City Attorney’s Office. 
New language is underlined and eliminated language is strikethrough. 
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Type of Mobile 
Vendor/Service 

Accessory 
Use 

# of Vendors 
Allowed per Site 

# of Days Allowed 
per Site 

Allowable 
Districts 

Approval  
Process 

Mobile Service 
(Single Customer 

Service) 
YES  One vendor Appointment Basis 

only ALL 

(unless it is not a 
permitted mobile 

services use 
under sec. 58.731 

– must obtain 
Zoning Official 

Approval) 
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R /A  P —N  S  
 
1.  MPB minutes scheduled for review and approval by City Council—anticipated April 2024. 
2.  Forward to City Attorney’s Office for Legal Review 
3.  1st reading of the Ordinance—anticipated May 2024. 
4.  Advertisement 
5.  2nd reading of the Ordinance—anticipated June 2024. 
 

F  
 
In review of the proposed LDC amendment, it is found that: 
1. The proposed Land Development Code amendment is consistent with the State Comprehensive Plan (Chapter 187, 

Florida Statutes). 
2. The proposed Land Development Code amendment is consistent with the East Central Florida Strategic Regional 

Policy Plan. 
3. The proposed Land Development Code amendment is consistent with the provisions of Chapter 163, Part II, Florida 

Statutes. 
4. The proposed Land Development Code amendment is consistent with the objectives and policies of the City’s 

adopted Growth Management Plan (GMP). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R  
Staff recommends approval of the proposed amendment to the Orlando Land Development Code. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C  I  
For questions regarding Land Development review, please contact Manuel Ospina at 407.246.3235 or manuel. 
ospina@orlando.gov. 


