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The City is committed to sustainable practices and 

protecting our environment to benefit future 

generations 

A key component is recycling: 

• Reduces the amount of waste sent to local landfills  

• Reduces the use of energy and raw materials 



• Most residents who live in multifamily housing or 

work in office buildings want the opportunity to 

recycle 

• This will help the City reach our waste diversion 

goals 

• Many customers and managers want to recycle 
but need some kind of assistance 

Why Commercial and Multi-Family Recycling? 



• Ensure that all tenants have the OPPORTUNITY to 

recycle where they live or work 

• Obtain environmental and sustainability benefits 

• Recycling costs less than garbage 

• Can result in a discount on total waste collection costs 

• Recycling is about 50% cheaper than garbage service 

• Little or no disposal cost for recycled materials 

• Most business can save between 10% and 30% on their monthly 

waste bill 

Mail Goals: 



• Currently City code does not require recycling 

service 

• Most multifamily and commercial properties have 

been built with only the required garbage dumpster 
locations 

Currently 



• Based on best practices 

• City staff is proposing code amendments to implement a 

commercial and multifamily recycling program 

• Chapter 58 – require recycling and garbage container sites 

• Chapter 28 – submit & implement a 1 page recycle plan 

• Propose a phased approach for properties to implement 

recycling 

• Customer - contract with any permitted recycling firm (29) 

• City can provide service 

 

Overview of Concept: 



Stakeholder Outreach: 

• 6 months of stakeholder outreach 

• Developers, planners, architects, real estate groups, 

property managers 

• Present this concept and seek input 

• Develop details based on input 



 
 

Implementation: 

• City will provide assistance and training 

• Sustainability Project Manager to assist customers 

• Review Plans 

• Each property must submit a recycling service plan for 

approval by the City 

• Chose methods and locations that work best for that property 

• The approved plan must be implemented 

• Customers can use City or private recycling service 

 







• New construction projects and developments 

making substantial improvements will be required to 

include both garbage and recycling facilities to get a 

certificate of occupancy 

• This would apply to permits pulled 6 months after 

ordinance effective date 

Phase 1: New Construction  



OPD Headquarters 



• Multifamily developments of more than 250 units 

• (80 properties) 

• Commercial buildings over 200,000 sq. ft.  

• (100 properties)  

• Submit and implement a recycling plan within 12 

months of the ordinance effective date 

Phase 2: Large Properties 



Orlando City Hall and CNL Center 



• Multifamily developments with 75-249 units  

• 100 properties 

• Commercial buildings 100,000 – 199,000 sq. ft.  

• 200 properties  

• Submit and implement a recycling plan within 24 

months of the ordinance effective date 

Phase 3: Medium sized properties  



The Metropolitan and Park Lake Towers 



• Submit and implement a recycling plan within 48 
months of the ordinance effective date 

  

Phase 4: All other properties  



Stormwater & Solid Waste 

7,500 sq. ft. office buildings 

2323 S. Orange Ave 

7,100 sq. ft. mixed retail 



 

 Large Impact on Diversion:  Commercial and multifamily waste tonnage is nearly twice the 

residential waste tonnage, so increasing recycling at these properties, can have a big impact 

on the total diversion of waste from the landfill as well as recovering a greater percentage of 

raw materials for reuse.  

 Cost Savings for Business, Property Owners:  Recycling services are les expensive that 

garbage fees 

 Increased recycling will decrease garbage collection, resulting in a reduction of the total 

was bill 

 Recycling can typically at an office can reduce 50% of what would have been thrown 

away 

 Recycling that material can reduce the total waste bill by 10-30% 

 Drive economy & growth:  Strong waste reduction programs, such as commercial and 

multifamily recycling, can spawn new businesses, create jobs and strengthen our local 

economy. 

Benefits: 



Next Steps: 

• Invite City staff to your firm 

• Discuss recycling with us 

• Provide your suggestions 

• CH 58, Land Development Code approval 

• Staff review (TRC) 

• Municipal Planning Board review 

• Council Approval ordinance changes – Fall 2017 

• CH 28, Solid Waste Code 

• Input from stakeholders 

• Draft ordinance changes 

• Council Approval  

• Review your property’s recycling 

• Contact the City to develop and implement a plan now 

• Start recycling and saving 



City of Orlando  

Solid Waste Division 

SWcustomersvc@CityofOrlando.net 

 

Mike Carroll 

Michael.carroll@CityofOrlando.net 
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