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Misdemeanor Cannabis 

Possession  

Proposed ordinance #2016-36 



Proposed ordinance #2016-36 

Makes possession of ≤ 20 g. of marijuana a code violation 

Makes possession of marijuana paraphernalia a code violation 

Violation is a civil infraction  

Violation is made a “Class I” code violation 

1st offense      $50.00 fine 

2nd offense      $100.00 fine 

3rd and subsequent offenses   Mandatory court appearance 



Current state law 

Possession of ≤ 20 g. of marijuana is a 1st degree misdemeanor 

Possession of drug paraphernalia is a 1st degree misdemeanor 

Under state law, suspects are subject to arrest, and: 

Up to 1 year in jail; and 

Up to a $1,000 fine; and 

Up to 1 year of probation 

Possible lifelong criminal record 



Uniform 

Code 

Citation 



Reduced Civil Penalty 

Violation 

Classification 

First Offense Second Offense Third and 

Subsequent Off. 

Class I $50.00 $100.00 Court Hearing 

Mandatory 

Class II $100.00 $200.00 Court Hearing 

Mandatory 

Class III $150.00 $300.00 Court Hearing 

Mandatory 

Class IV $200.00 $400.00 Court Hearing 

Mandatory 

Class V $500.00 $500.00 Court Hearing 

Mandatory 

Classes of municipal code violations 



Marijuana enforcement 

2001 – 2010: 7 to 8 million Americans arrested for pot possession 

2011 – More arrests for pot than all violent crimes together 

2010 – 62% of those arrested were 24 years old or younger 

More than a third were teenagers or younger 

2010 – 18 to 25 year olds: 

Just over 1/3 of all whites smoked marijuana at least once 

Just under 1/3 of all African-Americans smoked marijuana at least once  

$3 – $10 billion spent annually enforcing marijuana laws 

Racial disparity:  

716/100,000 African-Americans arrested for marijuana 

192/100,000 whites arrested for marijuana  

African-Americans were 3.72 times more likely to be arrested 

 

 

 

 



Possible impacts of a marijuana arrest 

Lose financial aid for college 

Lose the opportunity to attend college or university of choice 

Government fiscal impacts 

Loss of job opportunities 

Loss of opportunity to serve in the military 

Loss of certain public benefits 

Loss of housing opportunities 

More difficult to secure credit 

Possibility of a lifelong criminal record 

 

 

 

 



Changing attitudes toward marijuana 

2015 – 69% believe alcohol is more damaging to health than  

   marijuana 

2015 – 49% of all adults have tried marijuana 

2015 – Americans favoring legalization of marijuana: 58% 

2013 – Less than 4 in 10 Americans believe marijuana is a   

   “gateway” drug 

2013 – Two-thirds of Americans disagree that pot use is “immoral” 

2012 – President Obama: recreational pot use “not a top priority” 

2008 – President Obama: federal government will not interfere  

   with state medical marijuana laws  

 

 

 

 



Changing marijuana laws 

Conditional release   33 states 

Medical      24 states 

Decriminalization    16 states 

Medical cannabidiol    14 states (incl. Florida) 

Tax       20 states 

Legalization     4 states + District of Columbia 

 

Florida 

Compassionate Use of Low-THC Cannabis (2014) 

Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis (2016) 

Florida Right to Medical Marijuana Initiative (2016 ballot) 

 

 

 



Fernandina Beach 

Volusia County 

Tampa 

Palm Beach County 

West Palm Beach 

Broward County 

Wilton Manors 

Hallandale Beach 

Miami-Dade 

Miami Beach 

Key West 

 

 

Civil citations for cannabis possession 


