decision be made to make an award, it may result in the inclusion of special conditions that
preclude the recipient from accessing or using award funds pending satisfaction of the
conditions.

Moreover, applicants that request competitive funds should anticipate that applications that are
determined to be nonresponsive to the scope of the solicitation, or that do not include the
application elements that NIJ has designated to be critical, will neither proceed to peer review
nor receive further consideration. Under this solicitation, NIJ has designated, for requests for
competitive funds, the following application elements as critical: Program Narrative, Budget
Detail Worksheet and Budget Narrative, and all four certifications required by the Coverdell law.
Applicants may combine the Budget Narrative and the Budget Detail Worksheet in one
document. However, if an applicant submits only one document, it must contain both narrative
and detail information. (Requests for competitive funds from States must clearly differentiate
between the information on program narrative and budget provided for the request for
competitive funds and the information provided for the request for “base” funds.)

Please review the “Note on File Names and File Types” under How to Apply to be sure
applications are submitted in permitted formats.

OJP strongly recommends that applicants use appropriately descriptive file names (e.g.,
“Program Narrative,” “Budget Detail Worksheet and Budget Narrative,” “Timelines,”
“Memoranda of Understanding,” “Resumes”) for all attachments. Also, OJP recommends that
applicants include resumes in a single file.

1. Information to Complete the Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424)

The SF-424 is a required standard form used as a cover sheet for submission of pre-
applications, applications, and related information. GMS takes information from the
applicant’s profile to populate the fields on this form. When selecting "type of applicant," if
the applicant is a for-profit entity, select "For-Profit Organization" or "Small Business" (as
applicable).

Intergovernmental Review: This funding opportunity is subject to Executive Order 12372.
Applicants may find the names and addresses of their state’s Single Point of Contact
(SPOC) at the following website: www.whitehouse.gov/omb/grants_spoc/. Applicants whose
state appears on the SPOC list must contact their state’s SPOC to find out about, and
comply with, the state’s process under Executive Order 12372. In completing the SF-424,
applicants whose state appears on the SPOC list are to make the appropriate selection in
response to question 19 once the applicant has complied with their state’s E.O. 12372
process. (Applicants whose state does not appear on the SPOC list are to make the
appropriate selection in response to question 19 to indicate that the “Program is subject to
E.O. 12372 but has not been selected by the State for review.”)

2. Project Abstract

Applications should include a high-quality project abstract that summarizes the proposed
project in 250-400 words. Project abstracts should be—

e Written for a general public audience.

e Submitted as a separate attachment with “Project Abstract” as part of its file name.
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e Single-spaced, using a standard 12-point font (Times New Roman) with 1-inch margins.

As a separate attachment, the project abstract will not count against the page limit for the
program narrative section of a request for competitive funds.

All project abstracts should follow the detailed template available
at ojp.gov/funding/Apply/Resources/ProjectAbstractTemplate.pdf.

. Program Narrative

Program Narrative Guidelines:

a. Main Body

The main body of the program narrative should address the project objectives, the
expected results, and the implementation approach.

a. Formula (base) applications

State (base) applicants: The program narrative must specifically describe the
manner in which Coverdell grant funds will be used to carry out the State plan to
improve the quality and/or timeliness of forensic science or medical examiner
services over current operations. (Reduction of forensic analysis backlogs is
considered an improvement in timeliness of services.) States are expected to
consider the needs of laboratories operated by units of local government as well
as those operated by the State.

If grant funds are requested for costs of a new facility, the program narrative
must specifically describe the new facility to be constructed and the estimated
costs of that facility.

b. Requests for competitive funds

The main body of the program narrative for a request for competitive funds
should describe the project in depth. The following sections should be included
as part of the main body of a program narrative:
» Statement of the Problem.

Project/Program Design and Implementation.

>
» Capabilities/Competencies.
>

Impact/Outcomes and Evaluation/Plan for Collecting Data for Performance
Measures.

» Other/Part 1 violent crimes data (see page 27).

e State (base/competitive) applicants: A State that seeks competitive funds
in addition to base funds should include a separate program narrative (as well
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as a separate proposed budget detail worksheet and budget narrative), which
should describe how competitive funds will be used to support improvements
in forensic science or medical examiner services above and beyond the
improvements it will accomplish with its estimated amount of base funds. As
noted earlier, existing resources and current needs will be considered in
awarding competitive funds and should be addressed in any request for
competitive funds. As part of the discussion of existing resources and current
needs, applicants requesting competitive funds should include information in
the program narrative that describes any known, specific impact(s) on
resources and needs indicated by the applicant State’s part 1 violent crime
data. Requests for competitive funds should specify the dollar amount
requested, which should not exceed $175,000.

If grant funds are requested for costs of a new facility, the program narrative
must specifically describe the new facility to be constructed and the estimated
costs of that facility.

Any State application for funding MUST be submitted by the Coverdell SAA
(see list of SAAs on the OJP Web site at www.ojp.usdoj.gov/saal/index.htm).
When applying for competitive funds, an SAA should consult with all
interested State agencies to prepare a request for competitive funds. No
more than one request for competitive funds per State (SAA) will be funded.

Unit of local government: The program narrative must specifically describe
the manner in which Coverdell grant funds will be used to carry out the unit of
local government plan to improve the quality and/or timeliness of forensic
science or medical examiner services over current operations. (Reduction of
forensic analysis backlogs is considered an improvement in timeliness of
services.) Existing resources and current needs will be considered in
awarding competitive funds and should be addressed in any request for
competitive funds. As part of the discussion of existing resources and current
needs, applicants requesting competitive funds should include information in
the program narrative that describes any known, specific impact(s) on
resources and needs indicated by the applicant unit of local government’s
part 1 violent crime data (State data and any data reported by the unit of local
government). Requests for competitive funds should specify the dollar
amount requested, which should not exceed $175,000.

If grant funds are requested for costs of a new facility, the program narrative
must specifically describe the new facility to be constructed and the estimated
costs of that facility.

All interested components of a unit of local government should be consulted
before preparing an application for competitive funds. No more than one
application for competitive funds per unit of local government will be funded.

The program narrative section for a request for competitive funds should not
exceed 20 double-spaced pages in 12-point font with 1-inch margins.
Abstract, table of contents, charts, figures, appendices, and government
forms do not count toward the 20-page limit for the narrative section. If the
program narrative for a request for competitive funds fails to comply with
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these length-related restrictions, noncompliance may be considered in peer
review and in final award decisions.

4. External Investigations Attachment to the Program Narrative

e All applicants are to provide—as an attachment to the program narrative—the name(s)
of the existing “government entity” (or entities) that is the subject of the certification (see
Appendix 2) that—

A government entity exists and an appropriate process is in place to conduct
independent external investigations into allegations of serious negligence or
misconduct substantially affecting the integrity of the forensic results committed by
employees or contractors of any forensic laboratory system, medical examiner's
office, coroner's office, law enforcement storage facility, or medical facility in the
State that will receive a portion of the grant amount.

e Appendix 3 includes a template for this attachment. Note that funds will not be made
available to applicant agencies that fail to provide the necessary information.

5. Plan for Collecting the Data Required for this Solicitation’s Performance Measures

NIJ does not require applicants to submit performance measures data with their application.
Performance measures are included as an alert that NIJ will require successful applicants to
submit specific data to NIJ as part of their reporting requirements. For the application (“base”
and/or competitive), applicants should indicate an understanding of these requirements and
discuss how they will gather the required data, should they receive funding.

Performance Measures

To assist the Department with fulfilling its responsibilities under the Government Performance
and Results Act of 1993 (GPRA), Public Law 103-62, and the GPRA Modernization Act of 2010,
Public Law 111-352, applicants that receive funding under this solicitation must provide data
that measure the results of their work done under this solicitation. OJP will require any award
recipient, post award, to provide the data requested in the “Data Grantee Provides” column so
that OJP can calculate values for the “Performance Measures” column. Performance measures
for this solicitation are as follows:
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Objective Performance Measure(s) Data Grantee Provides

To improve the Outcome Measure 1.Average number of days to process a
quality and timeliness sample at the beginning of the grant
of forensic services 1.Reduction in the average number of days period.

and to reduce the from the submission of a sample to a

number of forensic science laboratory to the delivery 2.Average number of days to process a
backlogged cases in of test results to a requesting office or sample at the end of the grant period.
forensic laboratories agency.

i . 3.Number of backlogged cases at the
2.Percent reduction in the number of beginning of the grant period.

backlogged forensic cases.

4. Number of backlogged cases at the
Output Measure end of the grant period.

1.The number of forensic science or medical | 5 Number of forensic science personnel
examiner personnel who completed attending training.
appropriate training or educational
opportunities with FY 2015 Coverdell funds | 6, Number of medical examiner

(if applicable to the grant). personnel attending training programs.

Note on Project Evaluations

Applicants that propose to use funds awarded through this solicitation to conduct project
evaluations should be aware that certain project evaluations (such as systematic investigations
designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge) may constitute “research” for
purposes of applicable DOJ human subjects protection regulations. However, project
evaluations that are intended only to generate internal improvements to a program or service, or
are conducted only to meet OJP’s performance measure data reporting requirements likely do
not constitute “research.” Applicants should provide sufficient information for OJP to determine
whether the particular project they propose would either intentionally or unintentionally collect
and/or use information in such a way that it meets the DOJ regulatory definition of research.

Research, for the purposes of human subjects protections for OJP-funded programs, is defined
as, “a systematic investigation, including research development, testing, and evaluation,
designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge” 28 C.F.R. § 46.102(d). For
additional information on determining whether a proposed activity would constitute research,
see the decision tree to assist applicants on the “Research and the Protection of Human
Subjects” section of the OJP Funding Resource Center Web page
(www.ojp.gov/funding/Explore/SolicitationRequirements/EvidenceResearchEvaluationRequirem
ents.htm). Applicants whose proposals may involve a research or statistical component also
should review the “Data Privacy and Confidentiality Requirements” section on that Web page.

6. Budget Detail Worksheet and Budget Narrative
a. Budget Detail Worksheet

A sample Budget Detail Worksheet can be found
at www.ojp.gov/funding/Apply/Resources/BudgetDetailWorksheet.pdf. Applicants that
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7.

submit their budget in a different format should include the budget categories listed in
the sample budget worksheet.

For questions pertaining to budget and examples of allowable and unallowable costs,
see the Financial Guide at www.ojp.gov/financialguide/index.htm.

b. Budget Narrative

The budget narrative should thoroughly and clearly describe every category of expense
listed in the Budget Detail Worksheet. OJP expects proposed budgets to be complete,
cost effective, and allowable (e.g., reasonable, allocable, and necessary for project
activities).

Applicants should demonstrate in their budget narratives how they will maximize cost
effectiveness of grant expenditures. Budget narratives should generally describe cost
effectiveness in relation to potential alternatives and the goals of the project. For
example, a budget narrative should detail why planned in-person meetings are
necessary, or how technology and collaboration with outside organizations could be
used to reduce costs, without compromising quality.

The narrative should be mathematically sound and correspond with the information and
figures provided in the Budget Detail Worksheet. The narrative should explain how the
applicant estimated and calculated all costs, and how they are relevant to the completion
of the proposed project. The narrative may include tables for clarification purposes but
need not be in a spreadsheet format. As with the Budget Detail Worksheet, the Budget
Narrative should be broken down by year.

c. Non-Competitive Procurement Contracts In Excess of Simplified Acquisition
Threshold

If an applicant proposes to make one or more non-competitive procurements of products
or services, where the non-competitive procurement will exceed the simplified
acquisition threshold (also known as the small purchase threshold), which is currently
set at $150,000, the application should address the considerations outlined in

the Financial Guide.

d. Pre-Agreement Costs

For information on pre-agreement costs, see “Pre-Agreement Cost Approvals” under
Section B. Federal Award Information.

Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (if applicable)

Indirect costs are allowed only if the applicant has a current federally approved indirect cost
rate. (This requirement does not apply to units of local government.) Attach a copy of the
federally approved indirect cost rate agreement to the application. Applicants that do not
have an approved rate may request one through their cognizant federal agency, which will
review all documentation and approve a rate for the applicant organization, or, if the
applicant’s accounting system permits, costs may be allocated in the direct cost categories.
For the definition of Cognizant Federal Agency, see the “Glossary of Terms” in the Financial
Guide. For assistance with identifying your cognizant agency, please contact the Customer
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Service Center at 1-800-458-0786 or at ask.ocfo@usdoj.gov. If DOJ is the cognizant federal
agency, applicants may obtain information needed to submit an indirect cost rate proposal
at www.ojp.gov/funding/Apply/Resources/IndirectCosts.pdf.

8. Applicant Disclosure of High-Risk Status

Applicants are to disclose whether they are currently designated high risk by another federal
grant making agency. This includes any status requiring additional oversight by the federal
agency due to past programmatic or financial concerns. If an applicant is designated high
risk by another federal grant making agency, you must email the following information

to OJPComplianceReporting@usdoj.gov at the time of application submission:

e The federal agency that currently designated the applicant as high risk;
e Date the applicant was designated high-risk;

e The high-risk point of contact name, phone number, and email address, from that
federal agency; and

e Reasons for the high-risk status;

OJP seeks this information to ensure appropriate federal oversight of any grant award.
Unlike the Excluded Parties List, this high risk information does not disqualify any
organization from receiving an OJP award. However, additional grant oversight may be
included, if necessary, in award documentation.

9. Additional Attachments

a. Coverdell Statutory Certifications

As described above in the “Eligibility” section, the Coverdell law provides that, to request
a grant, each applicant must submit four certifications specific to the Coverdell
Program. A certification may only be completed by an official familiar with its
requirements and authorized to certify on behalf of the applicant agency (i.e., the agency
applying directly to NIJ). Templates for the statutory certifications appear in Appendix 2.
(Note that there are two versions of the first template—one for State applicants, the
other for applicant units of local government.) All four certifications must be completed
using these templates. Certifications made on behalf of subrecipients of award funds—
rather than certifications made on behalf of the agency applying directly to NIJ—are not
acceptable to satisfy the certification requirements.

The four required Coverdell statutory certifications are as follows—

1. Certification as to Plan for Forensic Science Laboratories—Application from a
State or Certification as to Plan for Forensic Science Laboratories—Application
from a Unit of Local Government.

2. Certification as to Generally Accepted Laboratory Practices and Procedures.

3. Certification as to Use of Funds for New Facilities.

4. Certification as to External Investigations.
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Please note: Specific information and guidance with respect to the “Certification as
to External Investigations” are provided above, under “Eligibility.” Certifying officials
must read and review this information and guidance prior to executing the
certification.

b. Applicant Disclosure of Pending Applications

Applicants are to disclose whether they have pending applications for federally funded
grants or subgrants (including cooperative agreements) that include requests for funding
to support the same project being proposed under this solicitation and will cover the
identical cost items outlined in the budget narrative and worksheet in the application
under this solicitation. The disclosure should include both direct applications for federal
funding (e.g., applications to federal agencies) and indirect applications for such funding
(e.g., applications to State agencies that will subaward federal funds).

OJP seeks this information to help avoid any inappropriate duplication of funding.
Leveraging multiple funding sources in a complementary manner to implement
comprehensive programs or projects is encouraged and is not seen as inappropriate
duplication.

Applicants that have pending applications as described above are to provide the
following information about pending applications submitted within the last 12 months:

e The federal or State funding agency.
e The solicitation name/project name.

e The point of contact information at the applicable funding agency.

Federal or Solicitation Name/Phone/E-mail for Point of Contact at
State Name/Project Funding Agency

Funding Name sy n B A o=
| Agency W, A b 0 U Ll | —

DOJ/COPS COPS Hiring..._. | | Jane Doe, 202/000-0000; jane.doe@usdoj.gov

Program

HHS/ Drug Free John Doe, 202/000-0000; john.doe@hhs.gov
Substance Communities

Abuse & Mentoring Program/

Mental Health | North County Youth

Services Mentoring Program

Administration

Applicants should include the table as a separate attachment, with the file name
“Disclosure of Pending Applications,” to their application. Applicants that do not have
pending applications as described above are to include a statement to this effect in the
separate attachment page (e.g., “[Applicant Name on SF-424] does not have pending
applications submitted within the last 12 months for federally funded grants or subgrants
(including cooperative agreements) that include requests for funding to support the same
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project being proposed under this solicitation and will cover the identical cost items
outlined in the budget narrative and worksheet in the application under this solicitation.”).

9. Financial Management and System of Internal Controls Questionnaire

In accordance with 2 CFR 200.205, Federal agencies must have in place a framework for
evaluating the risks posed by applicants before they receive a Federal award. To facilitate
part of this risk evaluation, all applicants (other than an individual) are to download,
complete, and submit this form.

10. Disclosure of Lobbying Activities

All applicants are to complete this information. Applicants that expend any funds for lobbying
activities are to provide the detailed information requested on the form Disclosure of
Lobbying Activities (SE-LLL). Applicants that do not expend any funds for lobbying activities
are to enter “N/A” in the text boxes for item 10 (“a. Name and Address of Lobbying
Registrant” and “b. Individuals Performing Services”).

How to Apply

Applicants must submit applications through the Grants Management System (GMS), which
provides cradle to grave support for the application, award, and management of awards at OJP.
Applicants must register in GMS for each specific funding opportunity. Although the
registration and submission deadlines are the same, OJP urges applicants to register
promptly, especially if this is their first time using the system. Find complete instructions on
how to register and submit an application in GMS at www.ojp.gov/gmscbt/. Applicants that
experience technical difficulties during this process should e-mail GMS.HelpDesk@usdoj.gov or
call 888-549-9901 (option 3), Monday — Friday from 6:00 a.m. to midnight, Eastern Time, except
federal holidays. OJP recommends that applicants register promptly to prevent delays in
submitting an application package by the deadline.

Note on File Types: GMS does not accept executable file types as application
attachments. These disallowed file types include, but are not limited to, the following
extensions: “.com,” “.bat,” “.exe,” “.vbs,” “.cfg,” “.dat,” “.db,” “.dbf,” “.dll,” “.ini,” “.log,” “.ora,” “.sys,”
and “.zip.”

OJP may not make a federal award to an applicant until the applicant has complied with all
applicable DUNS and SAM requirements. If an applicant has not fully complied with the
requirements by the time the federal awarding agency is ready to make a federal award, the
federal awarding agency may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive a federal
award and use that determination as a basis for making a federal award to another applicant.

All applicants should complete the following steps:

1. Acquire a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number. In general, the Office of
Management and Budget requires that all applicants (other than individuals) for federal
funds include a DUNS number in their application for a new award or a supplement to an
existing award. A DUNS number is a unique nine-digit sequence recognized as the
universal standard for identifying and differentiating entities receiving federal funds. The
identifier is used for tracking purposes and to validate address and point of contact
information for federal assistance applicants, recipients, and subrecipients. The DUNS
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number will be used throughout the grant life cycle. Obtaining a DUNS number is a free,
one-time activity. Call Dun and Bradstreet at 866-705-5711 to obtain a DUNS number or
apply online at www.dnb.com. A DUNS number is usually received within 1-2 business days.

2. Acquire registration with the System for Award Management (SAM). SAM is the
repository for standard information about federal financial assistance applicants, recipients,
and subrecipients. OJP requires that all applicants (other than individuals) for federal
financial assistance maintain current registrations in the SAM database. Applicants must
update or renew their SAM registration annually to maintain an active status.

Information about SAM registration procedures can be accessed at www.sam.gov.
3. Acquire a GMS username and password. New users must create a GMS profile by

selecting the “First Time User” link under the sign-in box of the GMS home page. For more
information on how to register in GMS, go to www.ojp.gov/gmscbt.

4. Verify the SAM (formerly CCR) registration in GMS. OJP requests that all applicants
verify their SAM registration in GMS. Once logged into GMS, click the “CCR Claim” link on
the left side of the default screen. Click the submit button to verify the SAM (formerly CCR)
registration.

5. Search for the funding opportunity on GMS. After logging into GMS or completing the
GMS profile for username and password, go to the “Funding Opportunities” link on the left
side of the page. Select National Institute of Justice and the Paul Coverdell Forensic
Science Improvement Grants Program.

6. Register by selecting the “Apply Online” button associated with the funding
opportunity title. The search results from step 5 will display the funding opportunity title
along with the registration and application deadlines for this funding opportunity. Select the
“Apply Online” button in the “Action” column to register for this funding opportunity and
create an application in the system.

7. Follow the directions in GMS to submit an application consistent with this
solicitation. Once submitted, GMS will display a confirmation screen stating the submission
was successful. Important: In some instances, applicants must wait for GMS approval
before submitting an application. OJP urges applicants to submit the application at least 72
hours prior to the application due date.

Note: Duplicate Applications

If an applicant submits multiple versions of the same application, NIJ will review only the most
recent system-validated version submitted. See Note on “File Names and File Types”

under How to Apply.
Experiencing Unforeseen GMS Technical Issues

Applicants that experience unforeseen GMS technical issues beyond their control that prevent
them from submitting their application by the deadline must contact the GMS Help Desk or
the SAM Help Desk to report the technical issue and receive a tracking number. Then the
applicant must e-mail the NIJ contact identified in the Contact Information section on page 1
within 24 hours after the application deadline and request approval to submit their
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application. The e-mail must describe the technical difficulties and include a timeline of the
applicant’s submission efforts, the complete grant application, the applicant's DUNS number,
and any GMS Help Desk or SAM tracking number(s). Note: NIJ does not approve requests
automatically. After the program office reviews the submission, and contacts the GMS Help
Desk to validate the reported technical issues, OJP will inform the applicant whether the request
to submit a late application has been approved or denied. If OJP determines that the applicant
failed to follow all required procedures, which resulted in an untimely application submission,
OJP will deny the applicant’s request to submit their application.

The following conditions are generally insufficient to justify late submissions:
e Failure to register in SAM or GMS in sufficient time.

e Failure to follow GMS instructions on how to register and apply as posted on the GMS
Web site.

e Failure to follow each instruction in the OJP solicitation.

e Technical issues with the applicant’s computer or information technology environment,
including firewalls.

Notifications regarding known technical problems with GMS, if any, are posted at the top
of the OJP funding Web page

at www.ojp.gov/funding/Explore/CurrentFundingOpportunities.htm.

E. Application Review Information

Selection Criteria

Base funds and minimum awards

Subject to the availability of appropriated funds, States that satisfy the specific requirements
(including eligibility requirements) outlined in this announcement, the general requirements for
NIJ and OJP grants, and all other applicable legal requirements, may expect to be awarded
"base" funds or minimum awards determined in accordance with the Coverdell law.

Requests for competitive funds

Each criterion is weighted according to the percentage listed below.
Statement of the Problem (Understanding of the problem and its importance)—15%
Project/Program Design and Implementation (Quality and technical merit)—15%
1. Soundness of the approach to reduce and/or eliminate a backlog.
2. Soundness of the approach to improve the quality of forensic services.

3. Soundness of the approach to train and employ forensic personnel to eliminate a
backlog and increase capacity.
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4.

5.

Innovation and creativity in the approach to reducing and/or eliminating a backlog
and increasing capacity.

Feasibility of the proposed project and awareness of pitfalls.

Capabilities/Competencies (Capabilities, demonstrated productivity, and experience of the
applicant organization and proposed project staff)—10%

1

Qualifications and experience of proposed project staff (including any and all
individuals (and organizations) identified in the application who will be significantly
involved in substantive aspects of the proposal).

Demonstrated ability of the applicant organization to manage the effort.

Relationship between the capabilities/competencies of the proposed project staff
(including the applicant organization) and the scope of the proposed project.

Budget—25%

NOTE: The budget should be complete, cost effective, and allowable (e.g., reasonable,
allocable, and necessary for project activities.) Budget narratives should generally
demonstrate how applicants will maximize cost effectiveness of grant expenditures. Budget
narratives should demonstrate cost effectiveness in relation to potential alternatives and the
goals of the project.®

1.

2.

Total cost of the project relative to the perceived benefit.
Use of existing resources to conserve costs.

Cost effectiveness of proposed activities applicable to backlog reduction and/or
timeliness of forensic science or medical examiner services.

Cost effectiveness of proposed activities applicable to improvement in the quality of
forensic science or medical examiner services.

Cost effectiveness of education and training as related to quality and/or timeliness of
forensic science or medical examiner services.

Impact/Outcomes and Evaluation/Plan for Collecting Data for Performance Measures
(Relevance to policy and practice)—30%

1.

Improvement in Quality and Timeliness
a. Anticipated reduction in backlog.

b. Anticipated improvement in quality and timeliness of forensic results.

8 Generally speaking, a reasonable cost is a cost that, in its nature or amount, does not exceed that which would be
incurred by a prudent person under the circumstances prevailing at the time the decision was made to incur the

costs.
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c. Anticipated benefit of education and training to reduce backlog and improve
timeliness of results.

d. Planned steps to achieve accreditation to positively impact quality and/or
timeliness of forensic results.

2. Anticipated Impact of Eligible Project Activities

a. Personnel: If applicable, anticipated impact of requested personnel resources
(e.g., overtime) on improvement in quality and/or timeliness of forensic science or
medical examiner services.

b. Equipment/Supplies: If applicable, anticipated impact of requested equipment
and supplies on improvement in quality and/or timeliness of forensic science or
medical examiner services.

c. Computerization: If applicable, anticipated impact of requested computerization
on improvement in quality and/or timeliness of forensic science or medical
examiner services.

d. Renovation/Construction of Facilities: If applicable, anticipated impact of
proposed action on improvement in quality and/or timeliness of forensic science
or medical examiner services.

3. Demonstrated plan for collection of the performance measure data as described in
the solicitation.

Other—5%

Discussion of impact on resources and needs based on the average annual number of
Part | violent crimes reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for calendar years
2011, 2012, and 2013 by the State (and, for applicant units of local government, the
local data, if available).

Review Process

OJP is committed to ensuring a fair and open process for awarding grants. NIJ reviews the
application to make sure that the information presented is reasonable, understandable,
measurable, and achievable, as well as consistent with the solicitation. NIJ will also review
applications to ensure statutory requirements have been met.

Peer reviewers will review the requests for competitive funds submitted under this solicitation
that meet basic minimum requirements. For purposes of assessing whether applications have
met basic minimum requirements, OJP screens applications for compliance with specified
program requirements to help determine which should proceed to further consideration for
award. Although program requirements may vary, the following are common requirements
applicable to all solicitations for funding under OJP grant programs:

e Applications must be submitted by an eligible type of applicant.
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e Applications must request funding within programmatic funding constraints (if
applicable).

¢ Applications must be responsive to the scope of the solicitation.
e Applications must include all items designated as “critical elements.”

¢ Applicants will be checked against the General Services Administration’s Excluded
Parties List.

For a list of critical elements applicable to requests for competitive funds submitted under this
solicitation, see “What an Application Should Include” under Section D. Application and
Submission Information.

NIJ may use either internal peer reviewers, external peer reviewers, or a combination, to review
competitive requests under this solicitation. An external peer reviewer is an expert in the subject
matter of a given solicitation who is NOT a current DOJ employee. An internal reviewer is a
current DOJ employee who is well-versed or has expertise in the subject matter of this
solicitation. A peer review panel will evaluate, score, and rate eligible requests for competitive
funds that meet basic minimum requirements. Peer reviewers’ ratings and any resulting
recommendations are advisory only, although their views are considered carefully. In addition to
peer review ratings, considerations for award recommendations and decisions may include, but
are not limited to, underserved populations, geographic diversity, strategic priorities, past
performance, and available funding.

OJP reviews applications for potential awards to evaluate the risks posed by applicants before
they receive an award. This review may include but is not limited to the following:

1. Financial stability and fiscal integrity.

2. Quality of management systems and ability to meet the management standards
prescribed in the Financial Guide.

3. History of performance.
4. Reports and findings from audits.

5. The applicant's ability to effectively implement statutory, regulatory, or other
requirements imposed on non-Federal entities.

6. Proposed costs to determine if the Budget Detail Worksheet and Budget Narrative
accurately explain project costs, and whether those costs are reasonable, necessary,
and allowable under applicable federal cost principles and agency regulations.

Absent explicit statutory authorization or written delegation of authority to the contrary, the
Assistant Attorney General will make all final award decisions. With respect to requests for
competitive funds, the AAG may also give consideration to factors including, but not limited to,
peer review ratings, underserved populations, geographic diversity, strategic priorities, past
performance, and available funding when making awards.
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F. Federal Award Administration Information
Federal Award Notices

OJP award notification will be sent from GMS. Recipients will be required to login; accept any
outstanding assurances and certifications on the award; designate a financial point of contact;
and review, sign, and accept the award. The award acceptance process involves physical
signature of the award document by the authorized representative and the scanning of the fully-
executed award document to OJP.

Administrative, National Policy, and other Legal Requirements

If selected for funding, in addition to implementing the funded project consistent with the
agency-approved project proposal and budget, the recipient must comply with award terms and
conditions, and other legal requirements, including but not limited to OMB, DOJ or other federal
regulations which will be included in the award, incorporated into the award by reference, or are
otherwise applicable to the award. OJP strongly encourages prospective applicants to review
the information pertaining to these requirements prior to submitting an application. To assist
applicants and recipients in accessing and reviewing this information, OJP has placed pertinent
information on its Solicitation Requirements page of the OJP Funding Resource Center
webpages.

Please note in particular the following two forms, which applicants must accept in GMS prior to
the receipt of any award funds, as each details legal requirements with which applicants must
provide specific assurances and certifications of compliance. Applicants may view these forms
in the Apply section of the OJP Funding Resource Center and are strongly encouraged to
review and consider them carefully prior to making an application for OJP grant funds.

e Certifications Regarding Lobbying; Debarment, Suspension and Other Responsibility
Matters; and Drug-Free Workplace Requirements

e Standard Assurances

Upon grant approval, OJP electronically transmits (via GMS) the award document to the
prospective award recipient. In addition to other award information, the award document
contains award terms and conditions that specify national policy requirements’ with which
recipients of federal funding must comply; uniform administrative requirements, cost principles,
and audit requirements; and program-specific terms and conditions required based on
applicable program (statutory) authority or requirements set forth in OJP solicitations and
program announcements, and other requirements which may be attached to appropriated
funding. For example, certain efforts may call for special requirements, terms, or conditions
relating to intellectual property, data/information-sharing or -access, or information security; or
audit requirements, expenditures and milestones, or publications and/or press releases. OJP
also may place additional terms and conditions on an award based on its risk assessment of the
applicant, or for other reasons it determines necessary to fulfill the goals and objectives of the
program.

7 See generally 2 C.F.R. 200.300 (provides a general description of national policy requirements typically applicable
to recipients of Federal awards, including the Federal Funding Accountability and Transparency Act of 2006
(FFATA)).
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