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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 1 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA, RELATING TO SIGNS ON TRANSIT 2 
INFRASTRUCTURE; AMENDING CHAPTER 64 OF THE 3 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE RELATING TO SIGNS TO 4 
ALLOW CERTAIN SIGNS ON TRANSIT KIOSKS AND 5 
TRANSIT INFRASTRUCTURE ASSOCIATED WITH CITY-6 
APPROVED PUBLIC BIKE-SHARE SYSTEMS; PROVIDING 7 
DEFINITIONS, FOR SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, 8 
CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER’S ERRORS, AND AN 9 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 10 

 11 
WHEREAS, section 163.3202(1), Florida Statutes, requires that the City of 12 

Orlando, Florida (the “City”), adopt or amend and enforce land development regulations 13 

that are consistent with and implement the City’s adopted comprehensive plan; and 14 

 15 

WHEREAS, section 163.3203(3), Florida Statutes, encourages the use of 16 

innovative land development regulations and requires that all land development 17 

regulations be combined into a single land development code for the City; and 18 

 19 

WHEREAS, from time to time, amendments and revisions to the City’s adopted 20 

comprehensive plan (the “Growth Management Plan”) and progress in the field of 21 

planning and zoning make it necessary or desirable to amend the land development 22 

regulations of the City; and 23 

 24 

WHEREAS, at its regularly scheduled meeting of December 17, 2013, the 25 

Municipal Planning Board recommended to the City Council of the City of Orlando, 26 

Florida (the “Orlando City Council”), that the provisions of this ordinance are consistent 27 

with the applicable provisions of the City’s adopted Growth Management Plan, are in the 28 

best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, are in harmony with the purpose 29 

and intent of the City’s Land Development Code, will not result in disorderly and illogical 30 

development patterns, and will not result in incompatible land uses; and      31 

 32 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that this 33 

ordinance is consistent with the applicable provisions of the City’s adopted Growth 34 

Management Plan, is in the best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, is in 35 

harmony with the purpose and intent of the City’s Land Development Code, will not 36 

result in disorderly and illogical development patterns, and will not result in incompatible 37 

land uses; and 38 

 39 

WHEREAS, Goal 1 of the Transportation Element of the City’s Growth 40 

Management Plan (the “GMP”, the City’s “comprehensive plan” for purposes of the Local 41 

Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act), adopted 42 

August 12, 1991, amended June 18, 2001, and as further amended from time to time, 43 

states that the City is committed to developing a balanced transportation system that 44 

supports building a livable community and improves access and travel choices through 45 
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enhancement of roads, public transit, bicycle and pedestrian systems, intermodal 46 

facilities, demand management programs, and traffic management techniques; and 47 

 48 

WHEREAS, the City’s GMP Transportation Element Policy 1.14.6 requires that 49 

the City encourage the Central Florida Regional Transportation Authority to coordinate 50 

routing of the regional service and location of transit facilities with the location of activity 51 

centers and high intensity mixed use corridors; and 52 

 53 

 WHEREAS, the City’s GMP Transportation Element Policy 1.14.7 requires that 54 

the City monitor and affect as needed the operations of the Central Florida Regional 55 

Transportation Authority within the City of Orlando related to service levels, fare 56 

structures, ridership projections, financial needs, and recommended funding sources; 57 

and 58 

 59 

WHEREAS, the City’s GMP Transportation Element Policy 1.14.3 requires that 60 

the City support provisions for transit passenger convenience such as information 61 

programs which acquaint travelers with transit routes and available services, weather 62 

protection at selected stops along transit routes, clear signage which identifies transit 63 

stops, lighting and emergency call boxes at selected stops, and route map signs at 64 

designated stops; and 65 

 66 

WHEREAS, section 163.3202, Florida Statutes, provides that each municipality 67 

shall adopt and enforce land development regulations that are consistent with and 68 

implement its adopted comprehensive plan and that such land development regulations 69 

shall contain specific and detailed provisions necessary or desirable to, among other 70 

things, regulate signage; and 71 

 72 

WHEREAS, in accordance with section 163.3194, Florida Statutes, the City’s 73 

Municipal Planning Board (the “MPB”, the City’s “local planning agency” for purposes of 74 

the Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act) 75 

has reviewed this proposed ordinance and has found that this ordinance and the 76 

amendments it makes to the City’s land development regulations are consistent with the 77 

City’s adopted comprehensive plan, and further, the MPB has recommended that the 78 

Orlando City Council adopt this proposed ordinance; and 79 

 80 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that 81 

increasing automobile congestion and continued population and employment growth in 82 

the City requires that the City promote the development, operation, and maintenance of 83 

a convenient, efficient, safe, and comfortable transit system; and 84 

 85 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that providing 86 

for the installation and maintenance of transit shelters, transit kiosks, and transit 87 

infrastructure for bike-share systems within the City of Orlando will promote the 88 
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development, operation, and maintenance of a convenient, efficient, safe, and 89 

comfortable transit system; and 90 

 91 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that 92 

amending the City’s current regulations relating to signs on transit shelters, transit 93 

kiosks, and transit infrastructure for bike-share systems as provided by this ordinance, 94 

will appropriately balance the need and desire to promote and protect the aesthetic 95 

beauty of the City of Orlando with the need and desire to promote the installation and 96 

proper maintenance of transit facilities, including transit shelters, transit kiosks, and 97 

transit infrastructure for bike-share systems, and further, that nothing in this ordinance is 98 

inconsistent with this Council’s findings and determinations made in conjunction with 99 

previous amendments to Chapter 64, Orlando City Code, including ordinances relating 100 

to signs adopted by the Orlando City Council on September 16, 1991 (Documentary 101 

#25101) and September 11, 2000 (Documentary #33225); and  102 

 103 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that because 104 

of their size and location, signs on transit shelters, transit kiosks, and transit 105 

infrastructure for bike-share systems are less intrusive and obnoxious than other offsite 106 

signs and do not present the same level of aesthetic or visual impact as other offsite 107 

signs; and 108 

 109 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that because 110 

signs on transit shelters, transit kiosks, and transit infrastructure for bike-share systems 111 

are ancillary to the primary use as a place of rest, comfort, and respite, and information-112 

gathering for transit passengers, and because such infrastructure attracts transit 113 

passengers and are naturally locations of activity, bustle, and movement, signs attached 114 

to such infrastructure are less likely to present unanticipated and dangerous distractions 115 

to passing motorists; and      116 

 117 

WHEREAS, the Orlando City Council hereby finds and determines that signs on 118 

transit shelters, transit kiosks, and transit infrastructure for bike-share systems constitute 119 

a tolerable aesthetic impact on the City’s natural beauty and scenery because, in part, 120 

signs on transit shelters will financially assist the City and other government agencies in 121 

providing transit facilities for the public, which goal is consistent with the City’s GMP; and        122 

 123 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 124 

OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 125 

 126 

 SECTION 1. SECTION 64.276, AMENDED. Section 64.276, Orlando City Code, 127 

is hereby amended as follows: 128 

 129 

Sec. 64.276. Signs on Transit Infrastructure Shelters. 130 

 131 
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 Notwithstanding any provision of this Code to the contrary, signs may be 132 

permitted on transit infrastructureTransit Shelters, but only when Transit Shelters with 133 

signs are authorized pursuant to an interlocal agreement between the City and the 134 

Central Florida Regional Transportation Authority, or its successor agency, or an 135 

interlocal or other agreement between the City and a public or private transportation 136 

service provider, provided that such signage complies with all other applicable provisions 137 

of this Code, and subject to the regulations of this section. For the purposes of this 138 

section, “transit infrastructure” means transit shelters, transit kiosks, and bike-share 139 

kiosks and bike racks associated with a City-approved public bike-share system. 140 

provided that the following are complied with: 141 

 142 

For the purpose of this part, and notwithstanding any provision of this Code to 143 

the contrary, a sign or signs attached to a transit shelter, transit kiosk or bike-share kiosk 144 

for the sole purpose of displaying transportation service information or public service 145 

information provided by the City shall not be considered a "sign face" and is not 146 

regulated. 147 

 148 

 (a) Sign Faces. Each tTransit Sshelter and transit kiosk may contain no more 149 

than two sign faces. Bike share kiosks at bike-share stations may have up to three sign 150 

faces. For the purpose of this part, the term "sign face" means that portion of the tTransit 151 

sShelter, transit kiosk or bike-share kiosk structure designed and used for securing and 152 

displaying sign copy. Sign faces must display sign copy through a transparent and 153 

durable material. The orientation and positioning of these sign faces affixed to Transit 154 

Shelters shall be subject to the review and approval of the City pPlanning oOfficial, or 155 

designee, prior to the issuance of any building permit for the respective Transit 156 

Sheltershelter or kiosk. All sign faces must be erected and maintained in accordance 157 

with approved permits. Sign faces may not be erected on or upon the roof or roofline of a 158 

Ttransit Sshelter. For the purpose of this part, and notwithstanding any provision of this 159 

Code to the contrary, a sign or signs attached to a Transit Shelter for the sole purpose of 160 

displaying transit service information or public service information provided by the City 161 

shall not be considered a "sign face." 162 

 163 

 (b) Copy Size and Digital Signs.  164 

 165 

Sign copy dimensions for each sign face may not exceed the following for each 166 

type of transit infrastructure: 167 

 168 

1. Transit Shelter:    60” wide by 72” high. 169 

2. Transit Kiosk:  30” wide by 36” high. 170 

3. Bike-Share Kiosks: 32” wide by 42” high. 171 

4. Bike-Share Racks: up to one square foot. 172 

 173 
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Such signs shall be static, but may be digital within the Downtown Special Sign 174 

District. When digital, such signs must conform to the operational regulations of section 175 

64.277(II)B.3), of this Code, except for section 64.277(II)B.3)e). 176 

 177 

 (c) Historic Districts. Advertising Ssigns are prohibited on tTransit sShelters in all 178 

historic preservation districts., except for signs attached to a tTransit sShelter for the 179 

sole purpose of displaying transittransportation service information or public service 180 

information provided by the City. 181 

 182 

 (d) Downtown. Advertising Ssigns are prohibited on tTransit sShelters in the 183 

City's Downtown Development District and the City's Downtown Community 184 

Redevelopment Area, unless otherwise approved by the Appearance Review 185 

Board.City's Downtown Development Board Development Review Committee, and 186 

except for signs attached to a Transit Shelter for the sole purpose of displaying transit 187 

service information or public service information provided by the City. 188 

 189 

 (e) Residential Districts. Advertising Ssigns are prohibited on tTransit sShelters in 190 

the R-1, R-1A, R1-AA, R-1N, R-2A, R-2B zoning districts, and any portions of a planned 191 

development zoning district withdesignated for one or two family residential uses., 192 

except for signs attached to a tTransit sShelter for the sole purpose of displaying 193 

transportationtransit service information or public service information provided by the 194 

City. 195 

 196 

 (f) Minimum Separation. Transit infrastructureShelters with signs may not be 197 

closer than 400 feet from another tTransit sShelter or transit kiosk with a sign on the 198 

same side of the public right-of-way, except within the Downtown Development Board 199 

area. Notwithstanding any provision of this Code to the contrary, a sign or signs attached 200 

to a Transit Shelter for the sole purpose of displaying transit service information or public 201 

service information provided by the City are excluded from the provisions of this part. 202 

  203 

 (g) Bike-Share Kiosks and Racks. Kiosks and bike racks associated with a City-204 

approved public bike-share system may include signs containing on- or off-site 205 

messages.  However, signs on bike racks are limited to sponsorship logos only. When 206 

bike-share kiosks and racks are located on private property, they shall not be deducted 207 

from the hosting development site’s signage allocation. 208 

 209 

 SECTION 2. SECTION 64.300, AMENDED. Section 64.300, Orlando City Code, 210 

is hereby amended as follows: 211 

 212 

Sec. 64.300. Prohibited Signs. 213 

 214 

 The following signs are prohibited and shall be removed immediately in 215 

accordance with sSection 64.302, below: 216 

 217 
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 Hazardous or Confusing Signs. Advertising signs which in any way simulate 218 

emergency vehicles, traffic-control signs and devices, or directional, informational, and 219 

warning signs which are erected or maintained by the State of Florida, a political 220 

subdivision thereof, or by any railroad, public utility, or similar agency concerned with the 221 

protection of the public health or safety. 222 

 223 

 Signs on Public Property. Any private sign placed on public property or any 224 

public right-of-way, including the median, is prohibited, except tTransit 225 

infrastructureShelter signs which conform to this Code. 226 

 227 

 Obscene Signs. Any sign containing statements, words, or pictures of an 228 

obscene nature. 229 

 230 

 Roof Signs. Any sign located on a roof or above the roof lines shall be prohibited. 231 

 232 

 Signs on Vehicles. Any vehicle with a sign or signs attached thereto or placed 233 

thereon subject to the following exceptions: 234 

 235 

  (a) Any vehicle parked on private property when parked within the 236 

confines of a building or in some manner which provides for effective screening so as 237 

not to allow the sign or signs on the vehicle to be viewed from any public street. 238 

 239 

  (b) Any vehicle upon which is placed a sign identifying the firm or its 240 

principal products if such vehicle is one which is operated during the normal course of 241 

business; provided, however, that no such vehicle shall be routinely parked in a location 242 

where it serves as or constitutes additional signage. 243 

 244 

  (c) Buses, taxicabs, and similar common carrier vehicles which are 245 

licensed or certificated by the City of Orlando and/or the Florida Public Services 246 

Commission. 247 

  (d) Bicycles associated with a City-approved bike-share system. 248 

 249 

 Wind-Operated Devices. Except as provided in the organizational banner sign 250 

regulations of this Chapter, any sign which incorporates or consists of banners, 251 

pennants, ribbons, streamers, spinners, balloons containing pressurized air, hot air, cold 252 

air, any gas or other substance, or wind-operated devices shall be a prohibited sign or 253 

type of sign. 254 

 255 

 Serial Signs. Any advertisement which uses a series of two (2) or more signs 256 

placed in a line parallel to the highway or in a similar fashion, and carrying a single 257 

advertising message, part of which is contained on each sign. 258 

 259 

 Street Corner Visibility. Any sign which the Orlando Transportation Engineer 260 

determines obstructs the sightline at intersections and/or public or private driveways. 261 
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 262 

 Snipe Signs. Shall be prohibited. 263 

 264 

 Freestanding Signs. Except as provided in the menu board regulations 265 

in sSection 64.249 of this Chapter, freestanding signs shall be prohibited. 266 

 267 

 Beacon Lights. Any sign which incorporates a beacon light or lights as defined 268 

herein. 269 

 270 

 Flashing Signs. Shall be prohibited. Flashing signs lawfully in existence and 271 

maintained as of October 12, 1980, however, shall be considered nonconforming signs, 272 

and shall be permitted to remain for the same period as other nonconforming signs 273 

under the provisions of Part 3 of this Chapter. 274 

 275 

 Electronically Controlled Message Centers. Shall be prohibited. 276 

 277 

 Movement on Sign Display Area. Any sign incorporating movement of parts or 278 

portions of the sign display area shall be prohibited. 279 

 280 

 SECTION 3. SUBSECTION 64.400(i), AMENDED. Subsection 64.400(i), 281 

Orlando City Code, is hereby amended as follows: 282 

 283 

 (i) Digital kiosks. Digital kiosks are kiosks containing primarily digital signs. 284 

Subject to approval from the City to use its right-of-way for such purpose, digital kiosks 285 

are allowed within public sidewalks throughout the Downtown Special Sign District, and 286 

may display offsite messages as well as static sign copy. 287 

 288 

 SECTION 4. SECTION 66.200, AMENDED. Section 66.200, Orlando City Code, 289 

is hereby amended as follows: 290 

 291 

**** 292 

Bike-Share Kiosk: A vertical structure with advertising, pay station or both located 293 

near a permanent docking station for a bike-share program contracted by the City of 294 

Orlando. 295 

 296 

Bike-Share Rack: An anchored structure to the ground that accommodates 297 

parking for bicycles at a permanent docking station for a bike-share program contracted 298 

by the City of Orlando. 299 

 300 

 301 

**** 302 

 303 

 Transit Compatible Development: A development that makes provisions for 304 

transit in the design of the site plan. The design may include provisions for bus turning 305 
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radii, pavement that can support the weight of transit vehicles, limiting conflicts between 306 

pedestrians and transit vehicles and between general traffic and transit vehicles, and 307 

facilitating walking between buildings and transit stops. Other factors that may be 308 

considered include review of internal roadway and parking area, building placement, 309 

garage clearances, as well as recommendations on bus zones, shelters, awnings, 310 

lighting fixtures and other improvements. 311 

 312 

 Transit kiosk: A kiosk located at a premium public transit station or bus superstop 313 

that may display public transportation information and advertising signs.      314 

 315 

 Transit Routes, Major: Routes that have the ability to carry peak-period loads to 316 

metropolitan activity centers and maintain the desired headways detailed in the Mass 317 

Transit Element goals, objectives, and policies. 318 

 319 

**** 320 

 321 

SECTION 5.  CODIFICATION.  The City Clerk and the City Attorney shall cause 322 

the Code of the City of Orlando, Florida, to be amended as provided by this ordinance 323 

and may renumber, re-letter, and rearrange the codified parts of this ordinance if 324 

necessary to facilitate the finding of the law. 325 

 326 

SECTION 6.  SCRIVENER’S ERROR.  The City Attorney may correct scrivener’s 327 

errors found in this ordinance by filing a corrected copy of this ordinance with the City 328 

Clerk.  329 

 330 

SECTION 7.  SEVERABILITY.  If any provision of this ordinance or its 331 

application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity does not affect 332 

other provisions or applications of this ordinance which can be given effect without the 333 

invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are 334 

severable. 335 

 336 

SECTION 8.  EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance takes effect upon adoption.  337 

 338 
 DONE, THE FIRST READING, by the City Council of the City of Orlando, 339 
Florida, at a regular meeting, this ________ day of ____________________, 2014. 340 
 341 
 DONE, THE PUBLIC NOTICE, in a newspaper of general circulation in the City 342 
of Orlando, Florida, by the City Clerk of the City of Orlando, Florida, this ________ day 343 
of ____________________, 2014. 344 
 345 
 DONE, THE SECOND READING, AND PUBLIC HEARING, AND ENACTED 346 
ON FINAL PASSAGE, by an affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum present of the 347 
City Council of the City of Orlando, Florida, at a regular meeting, this ________ day of 348 
____________________, 2014.   349 
 350 
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BY THE MAYOR/MAYOR PRO TEMPORE 351 
OF THE CITY OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA: 352 
      353 

 354 
___________________________________ 355 
Mayor / Mayor Pro Tempore   356 

    357 
ATTEST, BY THE CLERK OF THE  358 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 359 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA:  360 
 361 
_______________________________________ 362 
City Clerk 363 
 364 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGALITY 365 
FOR THE USE AND RELIANCE OF THE 366 
CITY OF ORLANDO, FLORIDA: 367 
 368 
_______________________________________ 369 
Assistant City Attorney 370 
 371 
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